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Abstract 
 

Grigori Rasputin was assassinated because of his influence on the tsar on December 30 1916 by 

three noblemen:Prince Felix Yusupov, V.M. Purishkevich, and Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich.. 

Rasputin’s death at the hands of the bourgeoisie infuriated the proletariat, who less than two 

months later revolted against the Romanov rule and forced Tsar Nicholas II to abdicate the 

throne. The murderers were let off easy by the new government and allowed banishment, during 

which two of them published memoirs detailing the events of that night from their point of view. 

Only the memoir of Maria Gregorevna Rasputina, Rasputin’s daughter, tells a different chain of 

events of that night and portrays Rasputin as a different man than the one villainized by the 

nobility and peasantry. She was banished, along with These two conflicting views of Rasputin 

and his death represent the split in the motives and ambitions between the nobility and tsar, and 

elucidate the fracturing Romanov Dynasty on the eve of the February Revolution.  
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Just hours before he was murdered, Grigori Rasputin famously said,“When the bell tolls 

three times, it will be announced that I have been killed . . . if I am killed by one of your stock, 

[the tsar and his family] will be killed by the Russian people. Pray, Tsar of Russia. Pray.”1 

Although many question his prophetic powers, Rasputin was correct this time with his 

prediction. After he was killed, it took less than two months for the Russian people to rise up and 

overthrow the Tsar Nicholas II. Communist revolutionaries under Yakov Yurovsky murdered the 

entire Romanov family in November of the same year. The murder of Rasputin, a peasant, by 

three nobles threw the country into an outrage, the revolutionary leaders of the Bolshevik party 

using Rasputin as a martyr. Forty years after his death, Lost Splendor: The Exciting Memoir of 

the Man Who Killed Rasputin by Prince Felix Yusupov was published, followed fifteen years 

later by Rasputin’s daughter, Maria Gregorevna Rasputina’s memoir. Each memoir follows 

different chains of events, walking through two perspectives of the night Rasputin was killed, 

which eventually caused the fall of the Romanov Dynasty. The conflicting perspectives of 

Yusupov and Rasputina’s memoirs are from the division in the Romanov Court between the 

bourgeoisie and tsar, revealing both the internal struggle of Imperial Russia and how this 

struggle contributed to the permanent discontent from the proletariat. The conflict between the 

tsar and the bourgeoisie caused issues such as food scarcity to be overlooked. Through these two 

memoirs, one from the view of his murderer and the other from his daughter, the murder of 

Rasputin showcases the disconnect in the Romanov Dynasty between the nobility and the tsar, 

and shows how this divide and Rasputin’s subsequent death propelled the Russian Revolution 

forward.  

1Maria Gregorevna Rasputina, Rasputin: The Man Behind the Myth, A Personal Memoir, (Upper Saddle 
River: Prentice Hall Publishing, 1977), 169.  
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Tsar Nicholas II assumed the throne in November of 1894, not knowing that he would be 

the last Emperor of All Russia. From 1894 until his abdication in 1917, Russia attempted to 

reform the government and provide more social opportunities for its citizens, introducing civil 

liberties, literacy programs, and other reforms to modernize Russia and bring it into the twentieth 

century. Despite these programs, Tsar Nicholas actively pursued an autocratic rule where he was 

not questioned, using oppressive policies throughout his regime to strengthen his power. 

Combined with the Tsar’s inability to give up control, the substantial defeats and economic stress 

from the Russo-Japanese War and World War I left Russia in a financial crisis.2 With half of the 

population starving and angry over food rationing and other government policies that restricted 

access to supplies for the poor, riots broke out in Petrograd on 23 February, 1917 O.S.3 Soviet 

historians later criticized Nicholas II as a “callous tyrant who persecuted his own people while 

sending countless soldiers to their deaths in pointless conflicts.”4 In reality, Tsar Nicholas II was 

more likely a well-intentioned man who could not find a way to address the inequalities and 

problems in Russia.  

Tsar Nicholas II and Tsarina Alexandra Romanova met Grigori Rasputin right after the 

1905 Revolution had almost overthrown the monarchy. Spurred by the glaring Russian defeat in 

the Russo-Japanese War, the 1905 Revolution directed its anger at the government, with a wave 

of worker strikes and military mutinies flooding Russia. Tsar Nicholas II was only able to remain 

2The Russo-Japanese War was fought in Japanese waters over rival imperial ambitions in Manchuria. 
Russia continued to suffer devastating defeats, but Tsar Nicholas II chose to remain engaged in the war because he 
believed Russia would inevitably win. Despite Japanese attempts at armistice, the war continued until the Treaty of 
Portsmouth in 1906. The resources poured into the Russo-Japanese War left Russia in a state of poverty. For more 
information see Robert K. Massie, Nicholas and Alexandra: The Classic Account of the Fall of the Romanov 
Dynasty, (New York: Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2000), 87.  

 
3The date 23 February 1917 is in the Russian Old Style (O.S.) dictated by the Julian calendar. In Russian 

New Style (N.S), which began to be used in Russia after 1918, the date would be 12 March 1917 in the New Style. 
 
4History of the USSR: From the Earliest Times to the Great October Socialist Revolution (Moscow: 

Progress Publishers, 1977), 322.. 
 



Debes 3 

on the throne by instituting a series of constitutional reforms, such as the October Manifesto. 

These reforms established the State Duma, the multi-party system, and the Russian Constitution 

of 1906. he Russian Constitution of 1906 allowed for the Tsar to remain in power. Although the 

unrest was alleviated, the foundation for the 1917 revolutions was set. Rasputin and the Tsar met 

in November of 1905, when Rasputin came to Petrograd as a healer and had developed a 

following in the Russian elite. Although the nobility were divided on Rasputin, but his popularity 

was enough to draw the attention of the Tsar. In late 1906, Rasputin began to act as a healer for 

the royal couple’s son, Alexei Romanov, who had hemophilia. After their meeting, Nicholas and 

Alexandra welcomed Rasputin into their inner circle of advisors as he grew in social standing, 

much to the chagrin of the Russian nobility and peasantry. There, he remained a part of the royal 

family until his death in 1916.  

Rasputin became more influential over Tsarina Alexandra during World War I. Nicholas 

II took over as commander-in-chief after the Russian Army performed poorly in the beginning of 

the war, and so he remained on the front from 1914 to 1916.5 Russia faced significant issues 

regarding supplies, in which an insufficient amount of sources was left for Russian citizens after 

the tsar allocated a large portion to the military. Although it was the Tsar making the decisions, 

Rasputin stood as a figurehead for Imperial Russia to push its blame onto. The Russian nobility 

viewed Rasputin as someone dangerous given his influence over the royal family, especially 

while Nicholas II remained on the frontlines. The starving masses blamed his indirect control of 

the tsar and his family for the desperate conditions. Historians suggest that Rasputin’s reputation 

was purposefully wrecked by people who opposed the Romanovs as an attempt to discredit the 

5Douglas Smith, “Grigori Rasputin and the Outbreak of the First World War: June 1914,” in Brenton, Tony. 
Was Revolution Inevitable? Turning Points of the Russian Revolution, (New York: Oxford University Press) 62-66.  
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government and precipitate the overthrow of the Romanov government.6 If that were the case, it 

was certainly successful in twisting Rasputin into a devilish figure. By 1916, most of the Russian 

people despised Rasputin due to accusations of religious heresy, rape, political corruption, and 

even an affair with the tsarina. After several public officials, such as the Prime Minister and 

tsarist secret police, spoke out against Rasputin, public opinion of him dropped even further. 7  

On December 30 1916, Felix Yusupov, Dmitri Pavlovich, and Vladimir Purishkevich 

invited Rasputin to Moika Palace, Yusupov’s home in Petrograd. There, the three plotted to 

poison him and rid Russia of the man manipulating the government. First, Yusupov recounts that 

he gave Rasputin a glass of laced wine, to which Rasputin replied that he felt unwell and asked 

for a drink of Madeira. Yusupov claims that he poured the mystic two more drinks spiked with 

potassium cyanide, but Rasputin did not die. Yusupov raced up to the parlor room, where 

Pavlovich, Purishkevich, and a doctor named de Lazovert waited for the news. Yusupov asked 

Purishkevish, “V.M., will you object if, come what may, I shoot him? It will be quicker and 

simpler.”8 To that, Purishkevich affirmed that it was in fact easier, and so Yusupov grabbed his 

Browning from the drawer and returned to Rasputin. Yusupov told Rasputin that he “better look 

at that crucifix and say that prayer” before immediately shooting him in the chest.9 He describes 

his thoughts, detailing how he thought the man was dead on the first shot. The men dressed a 

Russian lieutenant named Sergei Mikhailovich Sukhotin in Rasputin’s clothes, driving him back 

to Rasputin’s flat in hopes that it would seem as if Rasputin returned from Moika Palace that 

6Edvard Radzinsky, The Rasputin File, (New York: Anchor Books, 2010), 239-48.  
 
7Andrew Cook, To Kill Rasputin: The Life and Death of Grigori Rasputin. Stroud: Tempus Publishing, 

2005. 
 
8Prince Felix Yusupov, Lost Splendor: The Amazing Memoir of the Man Who Killed Rasputin, (New York: 

Helen Marx Books, 1954), 119. 
 
9Yusupov, 121.  
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night.10 Upon returning to the palace, they checked on Rasputin when Rasputin leaped up and 

attacked Yusupov, who ran upstairs and out into the palace courtyard with the mystic close 

behind. Grigori Rasputin made it as far as the courtyard before Vladimir Purishkevich shot him 

again. The three men rolled him into the Neva River right outside of Moika Palace, and 

Rasputin’s body floated down the river. Three days later, after extensive search parties by the 

Russian police force, Rasputin was found underneath the Bolshoi Petrovsky Bridge in Petrograd, 

frozen in ice. The coroner determined that the actual cause of death was drowning, and so even 

more mystery and rumors spread surrounding Rasputin’s death.11 

Prince Felix Yusupov’s story, that he eloquently weaved in 1954 with the publication of 

Lost Splendor: The Amazing Memoir of the Man Who Killed Rasputin, continues to be the most 

well-known version of Rasputin’s assassination. The book reads more like a boy’s adventure 

novel than a historiographical text, and scholars have doubted the authenticity of the information 

from its publication. The public, however, found the book to be a fascinating and mysterious 

story, and so the book climbed in popularity in both Russia and the West. The beginning of the 

memoir describes Yusupov’s early life and education, failing to address his adolescent escapades 

in transvestism and the countless rumors of his sexuality, which would play a role in one of the 

theorized motivations for Yusupov to kill Rasputin.12 Yusupov recounts the first time he met 

Rasputin in 1909, when he began rising in popularity within the elite of Russian society. The 

young prince Yusupov saw the mystic Rasputin “as a man of power, rather than a man of God,” 

10Brian Moynahan, Rasputin: The Saint Who Sinned, (New York: Random House, 1997), 155.  
 
11Petr Korosotov, “The Autopsy of Gregorii Rasputin.” in The Tsarist Secret Police in Russian Society, 

1880-1997, (Stuttgart: MacMillan Press, 1995), 364 
 
12Alex de Jonge, The Life and Times of Grigori Rasputin, (New York: Coward, McCann, and Geoghegan, 

1982), 306.  
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which made Yusupov fear him.13 He says that, at the time, he dismissed him as a fraud and 

continued on with his life as a part of the Russian upper class.  

Between that first and their second meeting seven years later, Yusupov attended 

university in an attempt to “cure him” of homosexuality.14 Instead of curing him, Yusupov 

became very close to a childhood friend of his, Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich, one of the Tsar’s 

close cousins and an eventual conspirator in the assasination of Rasputin. The Tsar and Tsarina’s 

protectiveness over their cousin led Yusupov to break off his intimate relationship with 

Pavlovich. He proceeded to court and marry Irina Alexandrovna, a member of the royal family 

and cousin to Dmitri. Yusupov depicts his marriage with Irina as “amiable,” but instead he 

continued to struggle financially and socially during this time due to rumors of his 

homosexuality.15 Yusupov sought out Rasputin for the second time in 1916, he states in his 

memoir that he wished to understand him and his role historically, and came to the conclusion 

that he was a “cynical, ignorant peasant . . . whose influence over the trauma was boundless . . . 

and who was altogether lacking in conscience.”16 However, Yusupov continued to visit Rasputin 

to be treated, both for instability and for his homosexual thoughts and habits. He expresses fear 

over Rasputin’s power of hypnosis and how he used his power to manipulate the Romanov 

family. Rasputina talks about her father and Yusupov’s relationship, describing how Yusupov 

made homosexual advances towards her father. She believes that Rasputin was murdered when 

he rejected Yusupov.17 

13Yusupov,  67. 
 
14De Jonge, 309. 
 
15Yusupov, 121. 
 
16Yusupov, 123.  
 
17Rasputina, 144.  
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In the context of these visits, Yusupov plotted to murder Rasputin. In his memoir, 

Yusupov paints himself as a hero, apparent even in the title: Lost Splendor: The Amazing 

Memoir of the Man Who Killed Rasputin. Yusupov actively brags that he did a great service to 

the Russian people by assassinating the man in 1916, arguing that Rasputin needed to die for 

Russia to flourish. Yusupov may have murdered Rasputin for the reasons listed in his memoir: 

responsibility to the Russian people, civic duty, etc. However, the intense hate and fear that 

Yusupov describes after his second and following meeting with Rasputin, who used hypnosis as 

conversion therapy, drove him to kill the mystic. Yusupov viewed Rasputinas a “wild . . . 

disgusting peasant” who, in his eyes, punished him for his lifestyle and threatened his status in 

society.18 His motivations to murder him, as with all the conspirators, lie in both personal and 

political grounds. Lost Splendor paints Rasputin as an evil man who sought to bring down 

Russia, and through magical means evaded death until Felix Yusupov, Dmitri Pavlovich, and 

Vladimir Purishkevich, the heroes of the story, were able to track him down and murder him. 

Yusupov’s personal bias and experience with Rasputin painted his memories and dictated what 

the public and the media would portray Rasputin from its publication to the present.  

From 1954 until 1977, Yusupov’s memoir was the only primary source published about 

Rasputin’s death, and it was from the view of one of his murderers. Another perspective came to 

light when Maria Gregorevna Rasputina published a memoir about her father. Rasputina begins 

her memoir by recollecting the night that she saw her father, Grigori Rasputin, disappear with 

Prince Felix Yusupov.19 She was eighteen years old, and, after living in Petrograd for close to ten 

years, she feared her father’s absence and dreaded what it meant. The next morning, she reported 

18Yusupov, 96. 
 

19While other sources spell his name “Felix Yusupov,” Gregorevna Rasputina uses the spelling “Feliks 
Yussupov” when referring to the prince in her book. 
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Rasputin missing after he did not return from Moika Palace the previous night. Rasputina’s next 

chapter delves into Rasputin’s life in their village and his path to asceticism and the status of 

mystic. She remembers her father as a holy man and a man of God, constantly praying and 

offering thanks to the Lord.20 Within her early memories of her father, she relays him leaving on 

pilgrimages to discover himself. It was at that time when he became popular as a wanderer and 

abilities as a healer, his prophetic powers proving tempting to the Russian elite, particularly the 

women.21 His daughter comments on their move to Petrograd in late 1905, stating: 

In St. Petersburg it was totally different. I saw my father as a different person than I had 

known at home. He no longer belonged to us–he belonged to everybody. And they were 

all there, lining up day after day to exercise their claims to him . . . I was also intrigued by 

the almost holy tribute paid to him.22 

 

Rasputina admits that there was a change when Rasputin entered Russian society, but she 

believes that it was people’s belief in his power that he was able to gain influence over people in 

court, not necessarily any inherent action that Rasputin took.  

When Tsar Nicholas II left the palace in the hands of Rasputin and Tsarina Alexandra, 

gossip spread that the pair were in fact sleeping together and that Rasputin cuckolding the tsar. 

Tales of his wicked hold over the tsarina made Rasputin a villain. This image was used by 

revolutionaries to stir up more discontent in Russia in 1916, using him as a scapegoat for the lack 

20Rasputina.64. 
 
21One of Grigori Rasputin’s many claims to fame is that he is known for seducing countless women, some 

believe even the tsarina of Imperial Russia. Russian noblemen did not appreciate an unkempt peasant charming their 
wives and daughters, and so their political frustration was backed by personal anger and malice. Joseph T. 
Fuhrmann, Rasputin: The Untold Story, (Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, 2013), 77. 

 
22Rasputina, 128.  
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of reforms and food scarcity while the Tsar was on the frontlines. However, he murder of a 

peasant by Russian nobles completely flipped the story. Revolutionaries portrayed Rasputin’s 

assassination as a personal assault of the bourgeoisie on the proletariat and pushed Russia to 

revolution only two months after his death in February of 1917. Rasputina, however, remembers 

the man quite differently, recalling: 

Papa set about plans to save the dynasty. He did not want the blood of the House of 

Romanov on his hands, nor did he wish to spend a lifetime feeling a sense of guilt from 

lack of action. He was sure God had sent him back . . . on just such a mission.23 

 

Rasputina firmly asserts that her father “loved” the Romanov family, and recounts how close her 

own family was to the Romanov family.24 

Rasputina represents a part of Imperial Russia, and the divide between the nobility and 

the Tsar becomes particularly clear on the subject of Rasputin. Prince Felix Yusupov and his 

conspirators symbolize the nobility and their opinion of Rasputin as a whole, while Rasputina’s 

narrative is the only remaining voice from the royal family and the Tsar’s inner circle of friends, 

including Rasputin and his family. The death of Rasputin pushed the civil unrest over the edge, 

and the February Revolution broke out a month after he was killed. His death fractured Imperial 

Russia, splitting the nobility from the tsar and his advisors. The divided power of Imperial 

Russia caused it to fall to the Bolshevik Revolutionaries that would begin to strike in the form of 

protests and mass demonstrations in 1917, the Revolution raising Rasputin up as a martyr after 

villainizing him during his life. Although Rasputin symbolized the corruption in the Imperial 

23Rasputina, 181. 
 
24Rasputina, 67.  
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Court of Russia, the revolutionaries drove the idea that Rasputin’s assassination by Prince Felix 

Yusupov, Grand Duke Dmitri Pavlovich and conservative politician Vladimir Purishkevich as an 

attempt by the bourgeosie to grab more power and hold onto it at the expense of the proletariat 

through any means necessary.  

Maria Gregorevna Rasputina and the group that she represents, the tsar and his family, 

were wiped out following the Revolution with the exception of Rasputina; the tsar, his family, 

and her father were all viciously killed within the same year, and she remains as the sole primary 

source from the tsar’s side of the Imperial Russian divide. Her narrative is looked over by 

historians in favor of Yusupov’s memoir due to the multiple accounts telling the same story. For 

example, she recalls that her father suffered from hyperacidity after an old follower of Rasputin 

attempted to assassinate him in 1914. After the attack, Rasputin avoided anything with sugar; 

Rasputina, along with her father’s former secretary, Simanovich, doubted that he was poisoned. 

The police report completed by the head of the investigation into Rasputin’s death, General 

Globachyo, reports where Rasputin was found as well as the apparent damage done to his body.25 

Rasputin reportedly died of drowning, although he was shot twice as both Purishkevich and 

Yusupov reported. Two theories as to how Rasputin survived the cyanide poisoning and the two 

gunshot wounds are both explored in Rasputina’s book, and both are scientifically sound. The 

first believes that the murderers were simply bad at their job and gave Rasputin either expired or 

a low dosage of cyanide. The second theory suggests that Rasputin had taken precautions against 

poison when he left with Yusupov the night of his death, and so avoided dying by poison that 

way. Although they shot him, the human body has the remarkable ability to fight to stay alive, 

and so the first and second gunshot could have greatly harmed him, but not fully killed him until 

25General Globachyo, “Police Report on the Death of Rasputin,” in The Tsarist Secret Police in Russian 
Society, 1880-1997, (Stuttgart: MacMillan Press: 1995), 7.  
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he drowned in the Neva River.26 Despite these explanations as to why Rasputin may have 

survived for as long as he did, historians and media portrayals of Rasputin in comic books, 

movies, and TV series cling to the mystical view of his death.  

After the publication of Rasputina’s memoir in 1976, another conspirator who killed 

Rasputin, V.M. Purishkevich, published his diary in 1984, renewing interest in Yusupov’s 

version of events.27 Purishkevich partially backs up Yusupov’s story, but he also presents a 

political bias that shows the aristocratic perspective of Rasputin up to and following his death. 

He recalls the scene: 

We stood silently around the body of the dead man, whom I was seeing now for the first 

time in my life . . .I now recall, was one of the profoundest astonishment that such a 

commonplace, repulsive looking Silenus or satyr, this peasant could have had such an 

influence on the fate of Russia. . .”28 

 

Purishkevich did not have any personal connection to Rasputin; he had never met the man. The 

only information that Purishkevich knew about Rasputin stemmed from rumors and political 

beliefs, and so he killed him after listening to Yusupov’s depiction of him and his concern for 

Russia politically. As opposed to Rasputina’s intensely emotional memoir about her father and 

his savage murder at the hands of Russian nobles, Purishkevich describes the murder step by step 

26Rasputina, 103.  
 
27Unlike the other two conspirators, both members of the royal family, Vladimir Purishkevich was an 

ultra-conservative member of the State Duma from its creation in 1907, and delivered what was “perhaps the most 
outspoken public indictment of Rasputin.” Vladimir Mitrofanovich Purishkevich, The Murder of Rasputin: A First 
Hand Account from the Diary of One of Rasputin’s Murderers, (Ann Arbor: Ardis Publishing, 1985), 10. 

 
28Purishkevich, 142-43.  
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and without empathy. Purishkevich coincides for the most part with Yusupov, but little details 

and inconsistencies continue to be questioned by scholars today.29 

Leon Trotsky, a prominent figure in the 1917 Russian Revolution and an ideological 

communist, asserted that Grigori Rasputin’s murder was “carried out in the manner of a scenario 

designed for people of bad taste,” speaking further about how Rasputin’s death was proof of how 

the bourgeoisie treated the proletariet30 The dominant view of Rasputin’s death in Russia came to 

the same conclusion as Trotsky, and revolutionary leaders would use Rasputin’s death as a 

means to motivate the lower classes to rebel against the Tsar and the bourgeoisie. The February 

Revolution, one of two revolutions in Russia in the year 1917, caused the abdication of Tsar 

Nicholas II and the setup of a provisional Russian government under Prince Georgy Lvov.31 

Grigori Rasputin died less than two months prior to the outbreak of the revolution in Petrograd. 

Because of Yusupov’s actions and the separation between the nobility and the tsar, the fall of 

Imperial Russia was accelerated. Although the true events of December 30 1917 will never truly 

be completely known, the memoirs of Yusupov and Rasputina keep the memory and mystery 

alive. 

29Douglas Smith, Rasputin: Faith, Power, and the Twilight of the Romanovs, (New York: Farrar, Straus, 
and Giroux, 2014), 116.  

30De Jonge, 319. 
 
31Known in Russian historiography as the February Bourgeois Democratic Revolution, the revolution began 

around Petrograd, present-day St. Petersburg, due to civil unrest over food rationing. The mass protests ended in 
violent confrontations with both the Russian police and the gendarmes, which were the last forces loyal to Imperial 
Russia and the tsar. By 27 February, 1917 O.S., Nicholas II abdicated and Imperial Russia would be replaced by a 
new government. For more information on the February Revolution, see Robert K Massie, Nicholas and Alexandra: 
The Classic Account of the Fall of the Romanov Dynasty. (New York: Random House Trade Paperbacks, 2000), 
354.  
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